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WILLIE PELOTE: FRIEND OF THE

LABOR COUNCIL AWARD

HON. BOB FILNER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2000
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues,

today I recognize Willie Pelote, as he is hon-
ored by the San Diego-Imperial Counties
Labor Council, AFL–CIO, at its 12th annual
Worker’s Memorial dinner with its Friend of the
Labor Council Award.

As the California Political and Legislative Di-
rector of the American Federation of State,
County, and Municipal Employees, Willie over-
sees statewide political and legislative affairs
for the nation’s largest union of public employ-
ees and health care workers. He is respon-
sible for developing and implementing the
union’s political strategy for campaigns at all
levels of public office.

Through his work at AFSCME, Willie has
been a strong supporter of and partner with
the Labor Council. Willie helped AFSCME
local unions in San Diego build strong mem-
ber education and involvement programs, and
he supported the development of the very suc-
cessful Labor to Neighbor Program.

Willie’s leadership has helped advance labor
priorities across the state, as well as locally
and for that he deserves our highest praise
and admiration. My congratulations go to
Willie Pelote for these significant contributions.
I believe him to be highly deserving of the San
Diego-Imperial Counties Labor Council, AFL–
CIO Friend of the Labor Council Award.
f

COMPREHENSIVE BUDGET
PROCESS REFORM ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. WALTER B. JONES
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 853) to amend the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to provide
for joint resolutions on the budget, reserve
funds for emergency spending, strengthened
enforcement of budgetary decisions, in-
creased accountability for Federal spending,
accrual budgeting for Federal insurance pro-
grams, mitigation of the bias in the budget
process toward higher spending, modifica-
tions in paygo requirements when there is an
on-budget surplus, and for other purposes:

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in support of the Com-
prehensive Budget Process Reform Act and I
thank Congressman NUSSLE for bringing this
important budgetary reform to the floor.

I also came to the floor this afternoon in
support of an Amendment that my colleagues,
Representatives DREIER, LUTHER, REGULA, and
HALL will be debating shortly that would pro-
vide for a two-year federal budget process.

Mr. Chairman, like many of my friends on
both sides of the aisle, I served in the state
legislature before my election to the House in
1994. The North Carolina General Assembly,
like many other states, operates under a two-
year, biennial budget process.

That is what brings me to the floor today.
Like many of my colleagues, I am frustrated
with the annual budget system.

We spend months of every year debating
the same issues. That leaves very little time
for Members to explore many of the issues
that directly affect the citizens of this nation.

A biennial budget would allow Members to
devote the first session of any Congress to the
budget resolution and appropriations deci-
sions. The second session would be dedicated
to program oversight in order to help eliminate
wasteful government spending.

This process would provide Congress time
to better address issues of important national
interest, like the state of our military readiness,
how to protect our nation’s seniors and im-
prove the current health care system, and how
to best provide an effective safety net for our
nation’s farmers.

A biennial budget would also allow Con-
gress to better manage unforeseen emer-
gency budget situations that face our nation
like the forest fires New Mexico is currently
battling, or the hurricanes that have dev-
astated North Carolina’s coastline for the last
few years.

When hurricanes have hit North Carolina,
the General Assembly has been able to suc-
cessfully help the State meet its unmet needs
without creating undue hardship on the State
or on our communities.

Mr. Chairman, Congress has a constitutional
responsibility to oversee government spending
and to improve the way government works.
When we dedicate such a significant amount
of time each year to appropriate funds for gov-
ernment programs, we lose out on needed op-
portunities to evaluate the performance of
those programs and make necessary
changes. A biennial budget would allow a full
year of oversight to determine what is working
and what is not so that the appropriations
process can move more smoothly and the
government can run more efficiently and effec-
tively.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Comprehensive Budget Process re-
form. I also hope my colleagues will join me
in voting for the biennial budget amendment to
ensure American taxpayer dollars are being
spent wisely.
f

HONORING TOPSFIELD,
MASSACHUSETTS

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2000

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, Topsfield, Mas-
sachusetts is observing a year-long celebra-
tion of the 350th anniversary of its founding as
a town by the General Court of the Common-
wealth in 1650. The observance will not only
reflect upon the town’s proud history, but will
look with optimism toward the future.

When Governor John Winthrop arrived in
Salem harbor in 1630, Masconomet, the saga-
more of the Agawam tribe, who lived in the
Topsfield area, welcomed him. The regional
high school is named for Masconomet, who al-
ways lived peacefully with his new neighbors.

The early settlers of Topsfield, named after
Toppesfield, England, were mostly farmers.
But as British encroachment on their liberty
through passage of various taxes escalated
through the late 1600s and the 1700s, they
became more and more concerned about de-

fending against attack. On April 19, 1775, 110
of Topsfield’s citizenry in two companies
joined with other towns in a march to Lex-
ington and Concord to fight the redcoats at the
very beginning of the Revolutionary War.
Topsfield citizens have served with distinction
in every war since.

While the town’s character has changed
through the years from farming to light manu-
facture and small business, it has retained its
rural character. It is home each autumn to the
Topsfield Fair, the Nation’s oldest agricultural
exposition. Its Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary
is the largest sanctuary in the Massachusetts
Audubon system.

A number of famous people have called
Topsfield home. The Stanley family of the
Stanley Steamer automobile arrived in 1659
and lived in the town until 1778. The ances-
tors of two leaders of the Mormon Church, Jo-
seph Smith, its founder, and Brigham Young,
its second president, were near neighbors in
Topsfield.

Today, Mr. Speaker, Topsfield stands at the
beginning of this new century looking optimisti-
cally toward a bright future while celebrating
its long and proud heritage. A time capsule is
being assembled that will include essays by
fourth graders about what life was like in the
year 2000, as well as recollections of seniors
about the century just past. To those residents
of Topsfield in the year 2100, as well as to the
town’s current citizens, may I add my sincere
congratulations and best wishes.
f

HONORING ST. FRANCIS PRAYER
CENTER

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2000
Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to

speak on behalf of a group of people who
have made the community a truly joyous place
to live. On Saturday, May 20, the St. Francis
Prayer Center in Flint, Michigan, will celebrate
their 25th Anniversary.

For many years, Father Phil Schmitter and
Sister Joanne Chiaverini have worked dili-
gently to do the Lord’s work throughout the
Flint community. Their selfless nature is tre-
mendous and the compassion they show is in-
describable. When creating the St. Francis
Prayer Center in 1975, they were committed
to simple goals: they wanted a central location
where even the poor could walk, where they
could provide guidance and promote spiritu-
ality regardless of denomination, and work to
help bridge the gap between racial and reli-
gious lines. As a lifelong Flint resident, I am
happy to say that their efforts have indeed im-
proved understanding, acceptance, and gen-
uine positive regard within the city of Flint, and
the surrounding communities. They have pro-
vided a resource that we all can be very proud
of. They have helped people come closer to
God and to one another.

Also, the accomplishments of St. Francis
would not be as strong if not for the work of
the members of the Prayer Center Board and
the many volunteers who are always there to
lend a helping hand. These people also give
much of themselves to further the impact that
the center makes.

Mr. Speaker, our community would not be
the same without the presence of Father Phil
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Schmitter, Sister Joanne Chiaverini, and the
St. Francis Prayer Center. Just as I consider
it an honor and a pleasure to serve here as
a Member of Congress, they also understand
the joy of serving. I am pleased to ask my col-
leagues in the 106th Congress to join me in
congratulating them on 25 wonderful years,
and wish them success toward the next 25.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
VERSAILLES CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD RECIPIENTS NONA AND
BILL CAINE

HON. IKE SKELTON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2000

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I was recently
informed that the Versailles Chamber of Com-
merce will present Nona and Bill Caine with
the Lifetime Achievement Award on May 26,
2000, in a ceremony at the Morgan County
Historical Society Heritage Garden in
Versailles, Missouri.

Bill owned and operated Versailles Furniture
for over 30 years. In addition to running his
business, he served as the First Sergeant of
the Army Reserve Unit and as the Mayor of
the City of Versailles for six years. During his
term in office, he oversaw installation of the
airport, construction of the water tower and
server for the southwestern part of the city
and development of the parks system. Bill is
also responsible for reviving the Versailles
Chamber of Commerce and served as both
Chamber President and Board Member. He
shared responsibility, along with Rufus Harms,
for organizing the Versailles Industrial Trust.
Additionally, Bill served as President of the
Versailles Lions Club and was twice the Fair
Board Chairman for the Morgan County Fair.

Bill led three major community fund drives
for the Brown Shoe Company, the Sheltered
Workshop and the railroad spur. He was in-
volved in the acquisition of Brown Shoe Com-
pany, Dixon Ticonderoga Pencil Company and
Gates Rubber Company in Versailles. He
presently serves on the Versailles Cemetery
Board, Good Shepherd Nursing Home District
Board and Bank of Versailles Board of Direc-
tors.

Nona worked for ten years at Wini’s Fash-
ions. She was a charter member of the Junior
Sorosis, the WIN Investment Club and is a
member of the Versailles Women’s Civic Club.
Nona was very active in organizations that
benefit the children of Versailles. She was in-
volved in Girl Scout and Boy Scout activities,
was a member of the Parent Teacher Associa-
tion and participated in numerous door-to-door
solicitations for community fund drives.

Nona and Bill are both members of the Mor-
gan County Historical Society and the
Versailles United Methodist Church, where
Nona has served as a Sunday School teacher
and President and member of the Young
Mother’s Circle. They also are Charter Mem-
bers of the Rolling Hills Country Club and
have served several years on the Long Range
Planning Committee. Nona served as Presi-
dent and Board Member, President and Golf
Chair of the Ladies’ Rolling Hills Organization
and is Treasurer of the Fifty Plus Women’s
Golf Association of Central Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, Nona and Bill have set an ex-
ample in the Versailles community for all Mis-
sourians to follow. I know that my colleagues
in the House will be pleased to join me in con-
gratulating them for their outstanding work.
f

FLOYD D. SPENCE NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. SHERROD BROWN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4205) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2001 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for fiscal year
2001, and for other purposes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
support of the Whitfield/Strickland amendment.
Workers in the nuclear weapons complex
serve in our nation’s defense, and it is time to
make amends to those who have fallen ill in
the line of duty.

In the 1940s, the City of Lorain, Ohio in my
district was home to a beryllium plant that pro-
duced nuclear weapons components. Expo-
sure to beryllium dust can cause chronic beryl-
lium disease, which is incurable and results in
a lingering death.

Although the Lorain plant burned down in
1948, the effects of beryllium have not been
forgotten, and I continue to hear many tragic
stories of the deaths of loved ones from beryl-
lium disease. A few former workers are fight-
ing for their lives even today.

Non-workers in Lorain also fell ill. The Ohio
health department identified 16 cases of beryl-
lium disease in people who did not work in the
plant, but lived across the street or washed
their husbands’ dusty clothes. These individ-
uals or their survivors should also be eligible
for compensation.

Mr. Chairman, I strongly support this
amendment. I also urge prompt hearings and
committee action on H.R. 2398, the Energy
Employees Occupational Illness and Com-
pensation Act.
f

CONGRATULATING JEFFERSON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2000

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Jefferson Elementary School in Ber-
genfield, New Jersey, on the dedication of its
new Garden of Love, Hope and Friendship.
This peaceful, serene garden has been cre-
ated as a place of meditation and reflection in-
tended to help prevent a repeat of the horrible
tragedies of gun violence that have plagued
our nation’s schools in recent years.

The focal point of the 30-by-70-foot garden
is three dogwood trees, one each to symbolize
the themes of love, hope and friendship. Aza-
leas ring the perimeter of the garden to rep-

resent each of the students killed in school
shootings, while six rose bushes have been
planted in memory of school faculty members
who have died. Each Jefferson student will be
involved by planting impatiens around the
dogwoods. Plaques will be placed in memory
of victims of the shootings. Gravel paths and
wooden benches complete the setting.

The garden could not have been created
without the help of the community. The project
was headed by a 19-member committee of
parents and other supporters, some of them
former students at Jefferson. Grimm Land-
scaping and Standish and Sons Landscaping
Inc. both contributed material and labor.

The garden is typical of Jefferson Elemen-
tary, an innovative and progressive school led
by Principal Joseph Miceli. A cooperative ef-
fort between students, parents, faculty and ad-
ministration focuses on connecting learning to
life through activities such as Family Fun
Night, Community Education Day, Author’s
Day, Celebrity Reader Day or Volunteer Ap-
preciation Day. The school’s mission is ‘‘to
promote a lifelong love of learning.’’

We face a terrible problem in our commu-
nities—the alarming number of children dying
from gun violence. Jonesboro. Springfield.
Columbine. These cities and schools have be-
come symbolic of troubled children bringing
guns to school and killing other children or
teachers. Firearm deaths among children
under age 15 are 12 times higher in the
United States than the 25 other industrialized
nations combined. Our schools face enough
problems today without becoming a combat
zone.

We in Congress have come forth with many
proposals for fighting school violence. I sup-
port closing the gunshow loophole, trigger
locks, smart guns when the technology be-
comes available, mental health screening for
youthful offenders and other steps. But legisla-
tion alone is not enough. We need more of
these community-based activities, where
teachers and other role models work with
young people to change attitudes about vio-
lence and provide alternatives for troubled
youth.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating the students, parents, faculty and
staff of Jefferson Elementary School on this
exemplary project. If it is successful in keeping
only one young boy or girl from going astray,
it will have been well worth the effort.
f

SUPPORT OF THE SAFE PIPELINES
ACT OF 2000

HON. JENNIFER DUNN
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2000
Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, earlier this year, I

joined Representative METCALF in support of
H.R. 3558, the Safe Pipelines Act of 2000, to
improve safety and provide states greater dis-
cretion to review and inspect interstate liquid
pipelines. This vital legislation requires pipe-
line companies to inspect the pipelines both
internally and with hydrostatic tests. To im-
prove access to information, this legislation re-
quires the U.S. Department of Transportation
to post the location of all pipelines on the
Internet and inform the public of accidents,
leaks, and spills.
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